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Dr. Nader Maleki, CEO of Maleki Group

| strongly believe that together with

L the support of the EU, Iran will be
% strong enough and able to com-

o | pete as well as contribute posi-
%, tively to the business world.

r.NaderMalekiis CEO and chairman of
the Maleki Corporate Group. Heis also
President of the International Bankers
Forum, thelargest privately organized
professional association for bankers and
financial service providers in Germany, which
counts around 1,000 institutional and personal
members across Europe. In The Association
for Iranian Banks in Europe (AIBE), which he
initiated in 2017, he holds the position of Vice
Chairman.

Bornin Tehranin 1947, Dr. Nader Maleki studied
Business Administration in Munich. After
receiving hisdoctorate, he joined Deutsche Bank
in Munich, and shortly thereafter moved to the
bank's Frankfurtheadquarters. In 1987, Dr. Nader
Malekilaid the foundation stone for his group of
companies - withthe approval of Deutsche Bank
and his mentor Alfred Herrhausen he founded
The Service for Banken GmbH, today’s Maleki
Corporate Group GmbH.




= Dr. Maleki, thank you very much for
taking your time for this interview.
Please tell us more about Maleki group
and what your company does.

Maleki Corporate Group is a conglom-
erate covering a portfolio of different
industries, all linking to finance related
projects. We put an enormous effort
in addressing all key topics which are
of decisive importance and shape the
global economy. Ranging from confer-
ences, roadshows, financial consulting
to professional training, Maleki Corpo-
rate Group endeavours to make anim-
pactandimprovecurrent structuresand
procedures. We provide highest quality
KYC Know your client” solutions to our
partners.

= Despite numerous pleas not to with-
draw from the JCPOA deal, President
Trump did it anyway. Why has he taken
this step? Wasitto be expected?

The US President has fulfilled a prom-
ise, towithdraw fromthe JCPOA, thathe
made to his people during the election
process. | did not expect this step from
the USA, and they put themselvesin a
positionnotinharmony withtheirallies.

= The Iranian leader said that the deal
would survive without the US. Mean-
while, Russia and the EU have pledged
to stay committed to the deal. What are
your prognoses as to what futureisin
store forthe JCPOA?

Iran has proven in the past that such
sanctions will not have great effect in
the long run. Until today, the allies have
confirmed that their position towards
the JCPOA will not change. Still, the
US withdrawal from the JCPOA will
certainly slow down the development.
Iran has proven its positive input about
approachingtheglobal marketandcon-
tributing peacefully totheworld’s econ-
omy which as anIranian | was very hap-
pyand proud about. However, | strongly
believe thattogetherwiththe support of
the EU, Iran will be strong enough and
able to compete as well as contribute
positively tothe business world.

= Do you think the US can still pres-
sure its European allies to change their
stance and try to strike a new deal with
Iran? Would the allies givein?

I am not a supporter of the words “pres-
sure” and “givingin“. Business shouldbe

based on mutual interest and fairness,
as well as giving clients and partners a
chancetocontribute equally. Oneofthe
difficulties with Europe is that the 28
statesdonotalways speakwithasingle
voice. Themorerecentreactionofallies
lets us hope.

u Iranian lawmakers are introducing a
motion that calls for “proportional and
reciprocal” action by the government.
Whatareweto expect fromIrannowthat
Trump pulled out the US from the deal?

| believe that Iran will grow into a coun-
try where they are no longer only look-
ingforallies butconcentrate onmaking
their own people strong. This in turn
will lead to feasible relations between
government and the people. Therefore,
| believe that Iran will employ its com-
parative strongholds and leverage their
owntalents, know how andresources.

m IranalsostatedthattheUS movewas
aviolation of the accord that would iso-
late the US. What are your thoughts on
this assessment? Inwhatway could the
US decision backfire?

|am convinced thatnowadays a strong
global bond between all the countries
involvedis absolutelyimportant. There-
fore, the USwould bebetter advised not
to enforce anindependent role as ruler
and decision maker but should look at
the larger picture and the outcome of
their actions. We should not speak of
“backfire” butmoreof aresentment that
other countries could develop against
the US behavior.

u Probably, Iran’s proper exploration of
economic countermeasures willinvolve
discussions with European diplomatic
corps, central banks, exportcreditagen-
cies, sanctionsauthorities,andindustri-
al entities in a set of all-encompassing
deliberations. As such, Iran must reor-
ganizeitsmanpowertobetterengagein
an effective dialogue with the fullrange
of relevant European stakeholders. How
effective these countermeasures will
work forIran?

Ithinkthey willwork very effectively. Iran
needs to seek to engage more with Eu-
ropean authorities, create think tanks,
more representative offices in Europe
and develop a stronger bond between
the continents. Therefore, with the
support of Europe, Iran will benefit and
becomealsomore positivetowards cre-
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atingbusiness.

m The FATF's suspension of Iran’s posi-
tion on the blacklist will expire in June.
How importantis the status of Iran with
FATF in order to allow Europeans to de-
vise protective measures to maintain
financial linkages with Iran?

The FATF recommendations are thein-
ternationally endorsed global standards
against money laundering and terrorist
financing. They increase transparency
and enable countries to successfully
take action against illegal and unwant-
eduseoftheirfinancial systems. That’s
why it is of enormous importance that
Iran’s position is perceived to improve
inthesetopics.

u The Iranian government must foster
economic resilience and enable strate-
gic patience. This can be best achieved
by launching a new program of public
investmentin ordertoboostcapital for-
mationand create jobs. Inyouropinion,
is it worth risking higher inflation rates
inordertoachieve highergrowth, espe-
cially as interest rates will remain high

anyway?

Avery difficult question, as inflation is
already highinIran. One couldresearch
if in the past similar economic patterns
showed up, and to what effect. | strong-
ly believe that domestic investment
should only be granted if the relations
with other countries are manifested.
Iran should only boost investments in
the own country if they have support
from other strong partners, too.

m How do you see the prospect of Iran’s
economy after President Trump's pull-
ing out of JCPOA?

Obviously, businesses face difficulties
duetothat dreadful event. However, | be-
lievethatoneman cannotforbidacoun-
trytoprosper, I thinkthattime willheal all
wounds and eventually the JCPOA will
not bethereasonforawholecountryto
beheldbackfromdevelopmentandwel-
fare. Now we go through tough times,
butwith focus, business excellenceand
stronghopeitwillgraduallybecomebet-
ter. Inshallah.
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